
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School was founded
in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1947 to provide
academic excellence in a nurturing, Christian
environment to students from all backgrounds.
Often pushing against the current, St. Andrew’s
strived to put its students’ best interest at heart. 

By the fall of 1975, the K-12 school had
expanded to a second campus, a rolling
meadow of 75 acres in South Madison County,
a suburb of Jackson called Ridgeland. The
Upper School was first to move onto the new
North Campus, followed by the Middle School
and the administrative offices. 

St. Andrew’s growth to the new campus
followed a master plan that anticipated future
growth. Initially, St. Andrew’s science and art
classes were combined in one building, but the
master plan called for the addition of a new
science center, and renovating the current
art/science building to focus on the art
program. As the school neared its 70th
anniversary, leadership was ready to take this
next step. But they also wanted to be sure they
gave their students the very best amenities
possible. 

St. Andrew’s interviewed several architects
to realize its vision, and chose Tim Geddie with
Dean and Dean Associates Architects, based in
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The new 31,000-square-foot science center
serving the upper school was designed to be an
interactive learning center with combined
laboratory classrooms, smaller secondary lab
spaces for long-term research projects, outdoor
experiment classroom areas, and a
greenhouse. In total, it would house two

chemistry laboratories, two biology
laboratories, two physics laboratories, and a
tiered lecture hall to seat 100, three classrooms,
various meeting rooms, faculty offices, and a
recycling center. 

The location of the science building on the
campus posed challenge. The master plan
made use of all the available space on the 75-
acre campus, and the site set aside for the new
science building was, as Geddie describes
“difficult.” There was a10-foot elevation change
on the campus with a definite bluff in the middle
where the building was to go. The soil condition
was also poor. 

But, Geddie says, this “difficult” situation
could be highly advantageous to the campus
with a little creative thinking. His idea was to
build the science building into the side of the
bluff allowing entry into the two-story building
from three different levels – the first floor, the
second floor, and a mezzanine in between. 

It was an engineering feat, but it literally
paved the way for the stunning commons
outside the main entrance made of concrete
and brick with a water feature and an alley of
trees leading up to the chapel. 

Designing the exterior of the building
provided new challenges for architects. Since
the school moved to its current property 40
years earlier, a “hodgepodge” of buildings had
been built on the campus. 

All buildings were clad in similar brick but in
differing patterns. They also had dark bronze
metal features and metal roofs but no other
accent pieces. 

The goal of the new science center was to
pull together the styles of the various buildings
on campus into a more cohesive look. Geddie
used the same “vocabulary of materials” that
were in the other buildings and added a precast
stone for accent and in some cases adding this
new stonework to existing buildings. 

The same attention to detail was paid to the
building’s interior. A team of six faculty
members and department heads consulted
with Sheldon Laboratory Systems, experts who
design and manufacture innovative and
durable lab furniture and furnishings for
elementary, middle school, high school and
college laboratories. Faculty requested highly
functional, versatile labs with an abundance of
storage space, and a fresh contemporary and
uplifting look. Sheldon responded with custom-
made products including lab tables that can be
transformed into teaching instruments by
changing the heights of portions of the tables
via wireless remote. 

The team of faculty and department heads
were also encouraged to think beyond
laboratory amenities and imagine how to
incorporate science into the visual expression of
the new building. 

The addition of the McRae Science Center
would not only provide St. Andrew’s students
with state-of-the-art science amenities, it would
also open up space for the school to expand its
fine and performing arts programs. 

Former science labs in the new Faulkner
Studios for Art and Music were easily converted
into large, airy art rooms and open studio
spaces with generous natural lighting for
painting, drawing, sculpting and ceramics.
Large windows into the classrooms allow
students and visitors on campus to watch as
new art is created. A gallery was added to
showcase completed work, and specifically
equipped studios space was provided for
instrumental and vocal music classes and
performances.   CSP

Dean and Dean Associates Architects is
a third-generation architectural firm
established in Jackson, Mississippi, in
1949, www.deandean.com. 
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