
When Hinds Community 
College undertook a 

complete renovation of Beemon 
Hall, the home of the school’s 
entire science program, they chose 
Sheldon Labs as their partner 
in redesigning their biology, 
chemistry, and physical sciences 
labs and related storage areas. 
“Everything was old and a little 
depressing for the students,” 

says Sharon Feaster, chair of the 
biology department at the Hinds 
Community College Raymond 
campus. “Sheldon helped us 
replace all of that with something 
new and modern, and our students’ 
attitudes have pepped up as a result. 
The new facilities are clean and 
contemporary, and look like real 
labs, not like has-beens.”
 
One of the project’s biggest 
challenges was creating that 
contemporary atmosphere in 
limited existing space in a building 
originally constructed in 1957. 
Sheldon used efficient casework, its 
signature Axis tables, and a well-

thought-out design plan to make 
the most of the available square 
footage in each of the labs. 
 
“The spaces are still compact, but 
the flow works very well for the 
students,” Feaster says. “With the 
Axis tables, the students can work 
in groups and everyone faces the 
front of the room so they can all see 
the instructor. We also like that the 
tabletops can adjust, which is helpful 
for students doing lab practicals.” 
Another notable advantage for 
Hinds are the Axis table’s built-in 
sinks. Students previously had to 
share a single sink in the lab, but 
are now able to clean all of their 
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equipment at their individual tables. 

“That simple feature allows the students to be 
more involved in the set-up and clean-up of 
the entire experiment, which gives them more 
ownership in the lab work from start to finish,” 
Feaster says. 
 
The initial phase of the ongoing renovation, 
which included the biology, microbiology, and 
anatomy and physiology labs, were installed in 
the summer of 2013 and unveiled during the 
fall 2013 semester. Future phases of the large-
scale project will include renovated biology, 
physics, and chemistry labs. 
 
 “The entire process of working with Sheldon, 
from touring their design and manufacturing 
facility to their many visits to the campus 
as they were completing the plans, was very 
personal,” Feaster says. “Immediately after the 
initial installation, we realized there was an 
issue with some shelves that were too small to 
accommodate some of our larger microscopes. 
We made a phone call and Sheldon came out 
that day to adjust the shelves. It was a minor 
thing that our people could have done, but 
Sheldon wanted it to be perfect for us. They 
have been awesome to work with.”  
  “Sheldon worked with us and with the 
instructors at the college to tailor the laboratory 
furniture and equipment to Hinds’ needs, and 
also to develop strategies to remain within the 
allocated funds,” says Anne Marie Decker of 
Duval Decker Architects. “Sheldon provided 
exceptional service throughout the process. 
Some of the faculty leadership changed 
during the process, and as we accommodated 
the different priorities and goals of the new 
leadership, Sheldon was a responsive and 
collaborative partner in the effort. I would 
highly recommend Sheldon to my colleagues.” 
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FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT PROVIDED
 BY SHELDON LABS TO 

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
• Axis Infinity Workstations
• Skeleton Storage Cabinet

• Torso Storage Cabinet
• Teacher Demonstration Desk
• Wall Mounted Drying Rack

• Rinseaway Sink
• Synergy Sink

• Microscope Storage Cabinet
• Google Storage Cabinet

• Barrier Free Eyewash-Safety Shower
• Oak Cabinetry
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